
Friday 4–Sunday 6 August

No End In Sight: Pushing through Story 
with Susannah Waters

In this weekend workshop, Susannah will be helping writers 
to map their way through the dangerous middle towards 
the finish line. Every story starts with a promise. A promise 
that the crisis which began the journey is the crisis which 
will be resolved by the end. Will Hamlet kill the king?  
Will Scout ever see Boo Radley? By now the characters are 
in tight corners – what is the inevitable climax to which 
they are heading? What are the difficult final choices these 
characters will make? And what are the consequences  
of these choices? Participants will be asked to send in a  
two-page synopsis or scene breakdown of their story as far 
as they know it, in advance of the workshop. 

Susannah Waters has been mentoring writers for 
twelve years. She teaches for the Creative Writing 
Programme at New Writing South, and has tutored 
for the Arvon Foundation and been a mentor for The 
Literacy Consultancy. Many of her past students are 

best-selling authors, with whom she continues to work. 
www.susannahwaters.com

Cost: £295 fully inclusive of tuition, accommodation and all meals.

Writing Retreats
SPRING / SUMMER 2017

A series of six writing retreats  
in co-operation with the  
Creative Writing Programme  
and New Writing South

Friday 18–Sunday 20 August

Writing out your Life 
with Hannah Vincent

This weekend workshop is for anyone who wants to find 
ways to write about their life or about someone else’s – a 
relative, say, or a historical figure.

There will be group and individual sessions and an 
opportunity to discuss/share any projects you may have 
begun already. The weekend will begin with an introductory 
session to help get you writing. On Saturday we will discuss 
memory and character and on Sunday our focus will be on 
time and place. There are optional one-to-one sessions with 
Hannah scheduled throughout your stay, in which you can 
discuss your writing and receive advice on how to progress.

Hannah Vincent is a Brighton-based writer currently 
researching autobiographic practice at the University 
of Sussex. Her first novel Alarm Girl is published by 
Myriad and her second The Weaning will be published 
by Salt in 2018. She is also an award-winning 

playwright. Hannah teaches creative writing for  
The Open University and for the Autobiography and 
Life Writing Programme at New Writing South. She is an 
experienced mentor, working one-to-one with professional 
and non-professional writers.

Cost: £295 fully inclusive of tuition, accommodation and all meals.

For all courses please book on-line at  
www.HighWealdRetreatCentre.com

For more information call Nick Hanna on 01797 253485 
or email: info@highwealdretreatcentre.com



Thursday 13–Thursday 20 April 

Easter Writing Retreat: untutored
Relax in beautiful East Sussex and focus on your writing. 
From 2–7 nights. Arrival time is from 3pm; on your departure 
day we would ask you to vacate your room by 11am, but you 
may stay at the Centre until 5pm if you wish to maximise 
your writing time. 

Cost: £175 for 2 nights, £75 per night thereafter.  
Includes accommodation and all meals. 

Friday 9–Sunday 11 June

Poetry: The Curious Line 
with John McCullough 

This weekend workshop focuses on how to break new 
ground in your poetry. Participants will investigate different 
relationships between phrase-making and space on the 
page, and you’ll be encouraged to explore the impact of 
surprise and imagination. The weekend will begin with an 
individual discussion between each participant and the tutor, 
for which you will need to send up to 40 lines of your poetry 
in advance. Our time will be divided between Space and 
Compression in the first part and Sound and Image in the 
second part, considering the benefits and risks of various 
approaches through reading and writing exercises, plus your 
own independent writing. 

John McCullough’s first collection of poems  
The Frost Fairs won the Polari First Book Prize in 2012 
and was a Book of the Year for The Independent. 
His new collection Spacecraft explores absence and 
emptiness as creative forces. It was named one of 

The Guardian’s Best Books for Summer 2016. 
www.johnmccullough.co.uk

Cost: £295 fully inclusive of tuition, accommodation and all meals.

Monday 19–Sunday 25 June

Tutored Writing Retreat
with Susannah Waters and Catherine Smith

This tutored retreat is an ideal opportunity to focus on 
developing your writing with an experienced tutor on hand. 
There are no group sessions but an experienced tutor will 
always be available to offer support, advice and feedback 
on your work whenever you need it. The retreat is designed 
for writers working on novels and short stories and will 
be particularly helpful to writers currently on the Creative 
Writing Programme preparing their end of year submissions 
as well as writers in the Advanced Writing Workshops. 

Arrival time is from 3pm; on your departure day we would 
ask you to vacate your room by 11am, but you may stay at the 
Centre until 5pm if you wish to maximise your writing time. 
See below and overleaf for tutor profiles.
Cost: £195 for the first two nights, £75 per night thereafter. 

Friday 14–Sunday 16 July

Tiny Windows: The Art and Craft  
of the Short Story 
with Catherine Smith

Short stories are joyous hybrids, combining poetic 
compression with fiction’s ‘narrative arc.’ In this course, 
we’ll look at how to turn a tentative glimpse/idea/image 
into a working narrative; the ways in which an entire world 
– whether ‘realistic’ or magical/uncanny – can be conjured 
in a few thousand words; how to create characters with 
sufficient complexity and memorability to make the reader 
invest in their situation; how to write both narrative summary 
and moment by moment dramatised scenes; how to handle 
flashback, decide on the best tense and viewpoint for 
your story; and most of all, how to take risks, to challenge 
ourselves to dig deeper and go further in our writing.

Catherine Smith writes fiction, poetry and radio 
drama. Two of her poetry collections have been 
short-listed for Forward Prizes. Her short story 
collection, The Biting Point (Speechbubble Books) 
was independent publisher Scott Pack’s favourite 

collection of 2011. Three of her stories were adapted for a 
Live Literature show, Weight. She has taught creative writing 
for 18 years. www.catherinesmithwriter.co.uk

Cost: £295 fully inclusive of tuition, accommodation and all meals.

Writing Retreats
SPRING / SUMMER 2017

We are delighted to present a new series of writing 
retreats in co-operation with the Creative Writing 
Programme and New Writing South

The High Weald Retreat Centre is set in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty in the heart of the Sussex 
countryside. Our two acres of garden includes many 
peaceful spots for writing, as well as a tree platform, 
meditation labyrinth, a sauna with outdoor shower, and  
a natural swimming pond. Most of our meals include fruit 
and vegetables from our large kitchen garden. 

On these retreats you will have your own quiet,  
comfortable room with a desk and as much time as  
you need to focus on your work. 

All our tutors are experienced writers and teachers 
who teach on the Creative Writing Programme 
creativewritingprogramme.org.uk in Brighton, run in 
collaboration with New Writing South newwritingsouth.com.

Weekend courses run from 3pm on Friday  
to 3pm on Sunday. 

Location: 
The Centre is located six miles from Rye and ten miles from 
Hastings in the heart of the Sussex countryside. 

Address:  
Cherry Hinton, Watermill Lane,  
Beckley, Rye, East Sussex  TN31 6SH

Tel: 01797 253485

For travel information please see our website

For all courses please book on-line at  
www.HighWealdRetreatCentre.com

For more information call Nick Hanna on 01797 253485 
or email: info@highwealdretreatcentre.com


